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INTRODUCTION

First created in 2007, the pioneering DARE
partnership between Opera North and the
University of Leeds has gone from strength to
strength. 2022 marks the 15th anniversary of our
collaboration, and the DARE 15 Review
demonstrates that the partnership still has
extensive mutual benefit for our two organisations,
creating a strong foundation from which we
continue to achieve wide-reaching impact
internally, regionally and nationally.

This report summarises DARE activity during the
2021/22 academic year and highlights the
partnership's successes as we continue to move
forwards post-pandemic.
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A c r o s s  2 2  D A R E  e v e n t s
a n d  v i s i t s ,  w e  e n g a g e d

w i t h  m o r e  t h a n

s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e e d s .
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:
DARE STUDENT INTERNSHIPS

DARE  s tuden t  i n te rn  Abby  Swa in  j o i ned  Opera
No r th ' s  bus y  P ro jec t s  depa r tmen t  fo r  20  days
ac ros s  t he  yea r ,  wo r k i ng  c lo se l y  w i t h  ou r  P ro jec t s
Manager  to  deve lop  s k i l l s  and  expe r ience  i n  a r t s
admin i s t ra t i on .  She  l ea rned  abou t  con t rac t i ng
a r t i s t s ,  book i ng  a r t i s t  accommodat ion  and  t rave l ,
p rog ramme deve lopment  and  even t  management .
Abby  a l so  he lped  suppo r t  ou r  an imated  re te l l i ng  o f
Ac t  I I I  o f  Pucc in i ' s  La  bohème ,  p ro jec ted  on to  t he
wa l l s  o f  t he  Leeds  P layhouse  fo r  Va len t i ne ' s  Day .

" I ' ve  t ho rough l y
en joyed  the  t ime

I ' ve  spen t  w i t h
Opera  No r th . . .  I ' v e
been  ab le  to  as s i s t

a t  some  rea l l y
exc i t i ng  even t s  and

see  some
inc red ib le

mus ic ians  pe r fo rm
wh i l e  do ing  so . "
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:
PETTMAN DARE FELLOWSHIP

Suppor ted  by  a  gene rous  bu r sa r y  f rom Opera  No r th  dono r
Mau reen  Pe t tman ,  Ka thy  Ha r t  spen t  two  days  a  week
wor k i ng  a longs ide  co l l eagues  i n  Opera  No r th ' s  Educat ion
depar tmen t  a s  t h i s  yea r ' s  Pe t tman  DARE  Fe l l ow ,  he lp i ng
suppo r t  ou r  award-w inn i ng  I n  Ha rmony  p rog ramme and
the  se r i e s  o f  B ig  S i ng  even t s .  A s  pa r t  o f  he r  Fe l l owsh ip ,
Ka thy  w i l l  a l so  comp le te  t he  PG D ip  Pe r fo rm ing  A r t s
Educat ion  w i th  t he  Un i ve r s i t y .
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:
STUDENT PLACEMENT

" Th roughou t  t h i s
p lacement ,  I

deve loped  myse l f
pe r sona l l y  and

p ro fes s iona l l y ,  and  I
l ea rned  more  t han  I

e ve r  expec ted !
Spec ia l  t hank s  to

ONHE  fo r  suppo r t i ng
me  and  encou rag ing

my  g rowth . "

BA  Commun ica t ion  and  Med ia  s tuden t  Coco  Tong
embarked  upon  a  t h ree-week  p lacement  w i t h  t he
ONHE  team,  ana l y s i ng  ou r  soc ia l  med ia  ac t i v i t y
and  deve lop ing  a  comprehens i ve  s t ra tegy  and
soc ia l  med ia  ca lenda r  to  boos t  ou r  pe r fo rmance  on
Tw i t te r .  She  had  one- to-ones  w i th  member s  o f  ou r
Aud iences  depa r tmen t  to  l ea rn  abou t  Opera
No r th ' s  soc ia l  med ia  house  s t y l e ,  and  a t tended
even t s  i nc l ud ing  the  DARE  A r t  P r i ze  recept ion  and
roundtab le  and  the  Es the r  S impson  Memor ia l
Conce r t .
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:
COMPANY INSIGHT DAY

We we lcomed  a  g roup  o f  s t uden t s  tak i ng  an  Aud ience
Engagement  modu le  to  t he  Howard  As semb l y  Room fo r  a
Company  I n s igh t  Day ,  whe re  Ka t ie  Lea r  (Mar ke t i ng )
d i scus sed  aud ience  demograph ic s  and  engagement  pos t -
pandemic ,  Domin ic  Gray  (P ro jec t s )  i n t roduced  ou r
Commun i t y  Pa r tne r sh ip s  wo r k  and  K i r s t y  Bu l l en  ( F i nance )
gave  an  ove r v iew  o f  ou r  mu l t i -m i l l i on  pound  Mus ic  Wor k s
p ro jec t  fo l l ow ing  the  recen t  renova t ion  o f  t he  As semb l y
Room and  the  open ing  o f  ou r  new Howard  Opera  Cen t re .
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

T h r e e  l i ve  consu l tancy  b r i e f s  i n
d ig i ta l  con ten t  c rea t ion ,  webs i te
des ign  and  aud ience  deve lopment
were  g i ven  to  s t uden t s  i n  LUBS ,  PC I
and  AHC.

Opera  No r th ' s  Execu t i ve  D i rec to r
Dav id  Co l l i n s  p rov ided
d i s s e r t a t i o n  s u p p o r t  f o r  A r sa laan
Qiz i l bash ,  whose  s tudy  exp lo red
how UK  a r t s  and  thea t re  compan ies
can  gene ra te  revenue  by
monet i s i ng  on l i ne  v ideo  con ten t .

Accompan ied  by  p ian i s t s  Mar t i n
P ic ka rd  and  Anne t te  Saunde r s ,
Opera  No r th  Cho rus  Mas te r  O l l y
Runde l l  l ed  a  c o n d u c t i n g
m a s t e r c l a s s  f o r  1 2  s t uden t s  f rom
the  Un i ve r s i t y ' s  s t uden t  mus ic
soc ie t i e s .
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

Opera  No r th  P ro jec t s  D i rec to r
Domin ic  Gray  and  H ighe r
Educat ion  Coo rd ina to r  Fe rn  Pu l l an
de l i ve red  a  wo r k shop  on  i n t e r v i e w
t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  ca ree r s  i n  t he
c rea t i ve  i ndus t r i e s  fo r  A r t s ,
Human i t i e s  and  Cu l t u re s  s t uden t s .

The  Schoo l  o f  Mus ic
S t r i ng  Quar te t
j o i ned  Opera  No r th
pe r fo rmer s  on  t he
b i l l  f o r  t he  memor ia l
conce r t  mar k i ng  t he
open ing  o f  t he
Un i ve r s i t y ' s  new
Es the r  S impson
Bu i ld i ng .  The
s tuden t s  pe r fo rmed
p ieces  wh ich  l i n ked
to  Es the r ' s  Jew i sh
he r i tage .  Th i s  

spec ia l  conce r t  ce leb ra tes  E s the r ' s  r emarkab le  l i f e  and
con t r ibu t i on  to  re fugee  we l fa re  as  pa r t  o f  Re fugee  Week
2022.  The  day  a l so  saw the  launch  o f  J uan jo  Nove l l a ' s  new
"cu r ta i n "  scu lp tu re  ou t s ide  t he  Es the r  S impson  Bu i l d i ng .



Ka te  Cameron  seeks  to
deve lop  and  eva lua te

i nnova t i ve  too l s  to
es tab l i s h  t he  impact  o f

mus ic  t u i t i on  upon  moods
and  emot ions ,  soc ia l
connec t ion  and  se l f -
e f f i cacy  u s i ng  t he  I n

Ha rmony  p rog ramme as  a
case  s tudy .
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

COLLABORATIVE DOCTORAL
AWARDS

Hope  Bachmann  l ook s  a t
bu i l d i ng  so l i da r i t y  w i t h

re fugees  &  asy l um
seeke r s  t h rough  ON ' s
Theat re  o f  Sanc tua r y

wor k .  He r  Bes t  P rac t i ces
to  Wor k i ng  w i th  Re fugees

&  Asy l um  Seeke r s  we re
adopted  ac ros s  Opera

No r th  and  the  A r t s
Togethe r  ne twor k .
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

FEEDBACK

A million thanks for your
generosity - both for the
lovely tour of gorgeous
Opera North and thinking
through ideas for student
engagement in my classes
next year. It is such a
pleasure and privilege
working with Opera North
HE!

Sarah Feinstein, Deputy Director for Student Education,
School of Performance and Cultural Industries
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

DARE ART PRIZE

Rede l l  O l sen ,  w inne r  o f  t he  2020/21  DARE  A r t  P r i ze ,
comp le ted  he r  tenu re  w i th  a  re s idency  a t  The  Te t l e y ,
Leeds ,  whe re  she  exh ib i ted  the  a r t i s t i c  e lement s  o f  he r
"Weathe r ,  Whe the r  Radar :  P l ume  o f  t he  Vo lan t s "  p ro jec t
and  launched  the  accompany ing  book .  Rede l l  wo r ked
a longs ide  the  Un i ve r s i t y ' s  B ioDAR  re sea rche r s  and
c rea t i ve s  f rom Opera  No r th  to  p roduce  an  i n te r spec ie s
ope ra .
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

DARE ART PRIZE
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

DARE ART PRIZE

Due  to  t he  impact  o f  t he  COVID- 19  pandemic ,  Rede l l
f i n i s hed  he r  tenu re  as  p r i ze-w inne r  i n  t he  fo l l ow ing
cyc le .  Fo l l ow ing  a  pe r iod  o f  rec ru i tmen t ,  May  2022  saw
Essex-based  scu lp to r  Ka t i e  Su r r i dge  announced  as  t he
DARE  A r t  P r i ze  rec ip ien t  fo r  2022/23  fo r  he r  e -was te
p roposa l  a t  a  ce leb ra to r y  recept ion  i n  t he  Howard
Assemb l y  Room.  Soon  a f te r ,  s he  he ld  a  round tab le
d i scus s ion  to  exp la i n  he r  p ro jec t  i n  mo re  de ta i l  t o  key
s takeho lde r s  and  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Leeds  academics .
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

ETHER

Supported by an AHRC network
grant, ETHER (Ethics and
Aesthetics of Encountering the
Other) prompted a rich
conversation between
researchers, thinkers and
practitioners. Over three online
seminars, the network shared
case studies, best practice and
lived experience, exploring how
people of conflicting world
views encounter each other
through arts and education.

Dominic Gray, Projects Director
Opera North
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RESEARCH AND
KNOWLEDGE CREATION:

THINKING WITH OPERA

To  co inc ide  w i th  Opera  No r th ' s  ep ic  s tag ing  o f  Wagne r ' s
Pa r s i fa l ,  we  p roduced  t h r e e  ep i sodes  o f  DARE ' s  Th i n k i ng
w i th  Opera  podcas t  se r i e s  du r i ng  202 1/22  wh ich
exp lo red  d i f fe ren t  a spec t s  o f  t h i s  comp lex  wo r k .  I n  t he
f i r s t  ep i sode ,  conduc to r  R i cha rd  Fa rnes  d i scus sed
Pa r s i fa l ' s  mus i c  and  na r ra t i ve  w i th  G i l l i an  Moore
(Sou thbank  Cen t re ) .  Á i ne  She i l  (Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Yo r k )  and
New Yo r ke r  c r i t i c  A lex  Ros s  d i scus sed  Wagne r ' s  app roach
to  gende r ,  sexua l i t y  and  r i t ua l  i n  Ep i sode  2 .  The  t r i l ogy
c lo ses  w i th  a  w ide- rang ing ,  un f l i nch i ng  d i scus s ion
be tween  jou rna l i s t ,  w r i te r  and  f i lmmake r  Pau l  Mason  and
F rank  F i n lay  wh ich  t races  Wagne r ' s  chang ing
ph i l o soph ica l  v i ewpo in t s .



PAGE 1 7

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:
DARE LIBERTY LECTURES

Two DARE Liberty Lectures took place in the
Howard Assembly Room, engaging a combined
audience of more than 130 in an exploration of
climatology and bee biology with Professor Dave
Goulson (University of Sussex) and an eye-opening
account of some of the most high-profile legal
cases of our time from former Chief Crown
Prosecutor for North West England, Nazir Afzal
OBE.
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:
BE CURIOUS

As part of the University's annual Be Curious
festival, Opera North showcased its new family-
friendly Carnival of the Animals project. Our short
films were played on loop in a theatre space,
creating a "chill out" zone for families to relax in
during the day. Elsewhere, more than 140 people
took part in three workshops exploring a menagerie
of different animals and orchestral instruments
through movement and music.
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:
WHISTLE-STOP OPERA

During the University's Concert
Series Summer Festival, I worked
alongside Felicity Dunk to stage the
Whistle-Stop Opera production of "A
Tale of Orpheus and Eurydice". The
adaptation for this prequel was
fantastic and very inspirational for
me as a budding composer and
playwright. Felicity told me about
the broad range of interesting work
Opera North does away from the
mainstage too, and that prompted
me to apply for my new role!

Ben Adamson, MMus Critical and Experimental
Composition graduate, Howard Assembly Room Stage

Manager and Artist Liaison



PAGE 20

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:
CARMEN, CARMENCITA!

P ro fes so r  Ed  Venn  was  j o i ned  by  c rea t i ve  a r t i s t s ,
pe r fo rmer s  and  academics  fo r  a  pub l i c  DARE
sympos ium i n  t he  Howard  As semb l y  Room,  whe re  he
cha i red  a  se r i e s  o f  conve r sa t ions  d i scus s i ng  t he  ways
i n  wh ich  ope ra t i c  p roduc t ion  and  pe r fo rmance
rec rea te  Carmen  i n  mu l t i po le  ways ,  o f fe r i ng  new
ways  o f  hea r i ng  and  unde r s tand ing  B i ze t ' s  f i nes t
sco re .  Top ic s  i nc l uded  t rack i ng  the  changes  i n  Opera
No r th ' s  d i f fe ren t  s tag ings  o f  t he  ope ra  (S tua r t
Leeks ) ,  pub l i c  engagement  and  access  (A l i ce
G i lmou r ) ,  des ign  and  mean ing-mak ing  (S tephen
Rodwe l l ) ,  mus i c  and  d i rec t i ng  (Mat thew Ebe rha rd t
and  Gar r y  Wa l ke r ) ,  and  the  pe r fo rmer ' s  v i ew  (Amy  J
Payne  and  E r i c  Greene ) .
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:
ONE DAY: MUSIC AND THE

HOLOCAUST

Opera North and the University joined forces to
commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day 2022 by
staging a special concert celebrating Jewish music
and culture, as well as providing a moment to
reflect on tragedy and loss. The event focused on
composers and artists who were interned at the
notorious Theresienstadt concentration camp,
together with readings in poetry and prose. Hannah
Perowne (violin), Alex Mitchell (viola) and Richard
Jenkinson (cello) were joined by singers Katie Bird
and Anthony Flaum (accompanied by Philip
Voldman) in performances of the beautiful music of
Hans Krása, Gideon Klein and Viktor Ullman, who
were all murdered at Auschwitz after their
transportation from Terezín, while Alice Gilmour
and Howard Croft gave readings from the journals
and poetry of various Holocaust victims. 
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SECTOR LEADERSHIP:
CULTURE FORUM NORTH

Opera North and the University of
Leeds have continued to provide
advisory and administrative support
to Culture Forum North in its
endeavours to cultivate
partnerships between the cultural
and HE/FE sectors. This has
included the development of a new
vision to reinvigorate the forum's
future direction and activity as it
responds to shifts in sector
priorities and societal challenges.

Becky Smith, Head of Higher Education Partnerships,
Opera North
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SECTOR LEADERSHIP:
SUPPORTING WEST

KOWLOON

Stretching across 40 hectares of
reclaimed land in Hong Kong, the
West Kowloon Cultural District is
one of the largest cultural quarter
regeneration projects in the world,
blending art, education and open
space. As part of the international
activities programme in the School
of Performance and Cultural
Industries, I delivered a talk about
Opera North and the way the
organisation embraces and leads
change in the cultural sector.

Dominic Gray, Projects Director,
Opera North


